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Design and Development of Integrated Learning Units by Using Skill-Based Learning in

French for Secretaries Course (FR.485)
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) lo design integrated learning units based on a
skill-based approach for use in the French for Secretaries class and 2) to explore the success
of using units based on a skill-based approach by assessing the learning outcomes of the

undergraduate French-major students who enrolled in the French for Secrelaries class.

The participants in this study included 17 French-major students in the fourth year from
the Faculty of Liberal Arts who enrolled in the French for Secretaries class and 12 secretaries
selected by means of purposive sampling. The study tools were qguestionnaires, lesson plans
based on a skill-based approach, pre- and post- attitude surveys, behavioral observation
forms, and leaming logs. The design of the integrated lesson plans was based on content-

specific skills, thinking skills, and social skills.

The results indicated that, at the end of the course, every student attained an average
score of 75 for the criteria listed beforehand, and that they had higher mean scores in the
attitude survey towards secretarial work. The students also revealed that the training helped
them to have better working skills and learn how to participate in group work. The participants
also viewed that the skill-based leaming was very effective as it helped them to improve their
French language skills and provided them with practical knowledge for secretarial work. It also

provided an opportunity for them to develop information searching and synthetic skills for the

project work, as well as evaluation, prablem-solving and cooperative working skills.




