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The Relation between Dhammikaraja model and Politics in
King Rama | Reign

Chakattrai Saengaroon’ and Montree Sirarojananan’

'Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

This research aims to study collaboration between Buddhist and administration system in King
Rama 1 reign. Religious thinking showed many elementary aspects in the monarchy. This study found that
when the new monarchy had been established, royal elitists adjusted their thought about the kingly ruling
system as ideal. An old ideal, called specifically, the royal empire ruler (Chakrapatdiaja), was changed to
be "the royal Buddhistic ruler" (Dhammikaraja). The previous idea has been being the main idea of the
kingly ruler through Ayutthaya era. Otherwise, the new one is used to claim legitimately of taking a throne,
a king who enthroned by himself (Prabdapisek). This study found a new monarchy had been propagating
this idea to be accepting all along with his reign. Furthermore, this new idea became political tools, it's
used by a regent of King Rama 1 (Kromprarajawangbowon mahasurasinghanart), whose power was very

effective in religious and political spheres. A regent is finally worshiped as a second king.

Keywords: King Rama 1, three seals law, Buddhist synod, Chakkrapatdiaja, Dhammikaraja
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