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Educational Developments in Late Qing Dynasty China

Pasinee Srisoontornpinit' and Siriwan Worrachaiyut’

"Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

Historically, education in China has been government-related insofar as its purpose was to prepare
graduates to fill administrative positions in the civil service. The purpose of education was to transmit
knowledge and skills required to govern the nation. There were also links to Chinese philosophy, with
scriptures and texts used as didactic instruments through the Qing Dynasty. In the late Qing Dynasty, the
final imperial dynasty in China, competition with other countries inspired China to improve its educational
system to match Western achievements in education. Qualitative research was used to study educational
developments leading to modemity in late Qing Dynasty China. Data was gathered from publications in
Thai and Chinese.

Results were that curriculum, teaching management, education for women, and overseas study
were the main focus of educational developments at the end of the Qing Dynasty, in decreasing order of

importance.

Keywords: Developments, Education, Qing Dynasty
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