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Referring Expression & Address Terms of Thai Role-players on
Facebook Group : A Study on A Faceted Classification Scheme for

Computer-mediated Discourse

Mingkwan Sungkawatana' and Suthasinee Piyapasuntra’

"Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

In Thai communication via internet, facebook is the one of popular social network that people
use for making interaction to each other. Moreover, Thai culture was appeared in facebook groups.

The aims of this research are to study and analyze the referring expression and address terms for
the role-play characters and owner of role-play characters which are used in role-played announcement
group on facebook. Kinship terms are used for explaining the participants themselves and participants’s
relationaship in various aspects. 214 of announcement posts (average 219 words per post) from 336 hours
of Roleplay search [th] nguyaulsadae (Role-player searching) on facebook group were collected. The
study based on the factors affect the language usage in computer-mediated discourse concept proposed
by herring (2007).

The results of analysis shown that referring expression and address terms of owner of role-play
characters presented in 4 groups of relationship ; (1) Family (2) Colleague (3) Friend (4) The belonging
object and the referring expression and address terms of role-play character terms were presented in 2
groups of relationship ; (1) Family (2) Nonfamily.

However, the research result mention above reflect participants in computer mediated communication
community influenced by thai culture. Eventhough, the kinship terms were used with the most popular
frequency on facebook , but these kinship terms were not considered by gender. So, the trend of Thai
players use gn [16:k] for calling their role-play characters and gunases [pa:pokkro:n) or wia.
[prd:po:k"a:] for calling others owner of role-play characters. In addition, there are a hierarchical
relationship in referring expression and address terms. This research reflected the hierarchy in thai society

and aspect of Thai.

Keywords: Kinship terms, Facebook, Role-played
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4. §an15398 (Findings/Results)
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