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‘Thang Thum’: Meaning and Musical Pattern

Wanwalee Kampan® and Phodchara Suwannaphachana’

'Research Institute For Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University

Abstract
“Thang’ is a key in Thai music study as it contains meanings of Thai music society that are
overlapped in various aspects, and combine thinking and performing processes together with traditional
pattern. Ranat Thum or Thum is a percussion instrument creating rhythms freely and providing chances
for performers to display their talents as more rhythms can be improvised compared to other types of

instruments. Thai musicians nowadays usually understand that Ranat Thum can be performed in any
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style merely by concerning the fun as the main factor. Therefore, the occurrence of performing ‘ Thang
Thum’ was generated. However, ‘Thang Tum’ does not conform to the aesthetic of musical ensemble.
This article aims to critical review oral literature articles regarding concepts of Ranat Thum to describe the
definition, meaning, evolution of Thang Thum, and the understanding of Ranat Thum’s role in an
ensemble, leading to the characteristics of a ‘Kon Thum’ (Ranat Thum player) in the culture of Thai
music.

The study revealed that ‘ Thang Thum’ is a specific musical pattern of Ranat Thum.Three
improvisation patterns are found; 1. A rhyming pattern on the beat, 2. A rhyming pattern before the beat,
and 3. A rhyming pattern after the beat. Ranat Thum was played in a loose pattern producing steadfast
and explicit sound in the old days. At present, this instrument is popularly performed by using a tight
pattern and harmonious sound. The role of Ranat Thum in a music band depends on socio-cultural
contexts. For example, for Piphat Pitee, Ranat Thum is rarely used to create Thang to pay respect for the
ceremony. For Piphat Mainuam ensemble, Thang is formed in a courteous manner for the harmony of

the band, and for Piphat Sepa ensemble, Thang is created in a thrilling way to exhibit advanced skills.

Keywords: Thang Thum, Meaning, Musical Pattern, Rhyming pattern
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