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Names of Schools in Siem Reap, Cambodia: An Ethnosemantic Study

Aiyada Klinaon®, Sopheaktra Hien' and Keawta Saliphot
'Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University
Abstract
This research paper is a report on an analysis of names of schools in Siem Ream, Cambodia. The
purposes of this research are to study the names of schools with regard to naming structures, sources and
meanings, and Khmer’s beliefs and values. The data are 119 names of schools in Siem Ream, Cambodia.
The results of the study are as follows. There are 3 forms of combination in the schools’ naming
structures: indicator-word combination, indicator-word-number combination, and indicator-word-abbreviation
combination, the first type of which is the most frequent combination. In terms of sources and meanings,
the names of schools can be classified into 9 groups. The most commonly found sources and meanings
groups is schools’ location and the least ones are types of education and hope. The mentioned findings

reflect various Khmer’s beliefs and values: Buddhist beliefs, gratitude, respect for people who do social
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benefits, relationship with nature and environment, friendship and relationship and dates of crucial

events.
Keywords: Names of Schools, Naming, Siem Reap, Ethnosemantics
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